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Easter  
Egg Hunt 

 

Saturday, March 28 
 

SPRING CLEANING? 

Sell your unwanted stuff at the  
Annual 

Montpelier 
Yard Sale 

Saturday 
May 16 
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Office: 301-384-8700 
Direct: 301-873-4769 

 SELLING LAUREL SINCE 1989! 

 WORK WITH AN EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL! 

 MONTPELIER RESIDENT! 

 OVER 100 HOMES SOLD IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD! 

 

    SRS - SELLER REPRESENTATIVE SPECIALIST 

    SRES - SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST 

    MRP - MILITARY RELOCATION PROFESSIONAL 

    CNE - CERTIFIED NEGOTIATION EXPERT 

    RESE - REAL ESTATE STAGING EXPERT 
 

CALL, EMAIL OR TEXT ME TODAY 

FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS! 

E-mail: terri@LNF.com 
 

Bringing Years of Expertise 

To Your Real Estate Experience! 
 

VISIT MY WEBSITE  

WWW.TERRISHIPP.COM 

TERRI SHIPP 
SRS, SRES, MRP, CNE, RESE 

REALTOR® 
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Inside this issue: MONTPELIER TODAY 
is published by the  

MONTPELIER COMMUNITY  
ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 
http://www.montpelieronline.org 
Community Information Line- 

 

888-MCA-INFØ 
(888-622-4630) 

 
M O N T PE L I E R  T O D AY  i s 
published six times per year (Jan/
Feb, Mar/Apr, May/Jun, Jul/Aug, 
Sep/Oct, and Nov/Dec) by the 
Montpelier Community Association, 
Inc.  Material for the newsletter 
must be submitted by the 15

th
 of 

the month prior to publication.  
Please forward all association and 
newsletter correspondence to:  
 

P.O. Box 2503  
Laurel, MD 20709-2503  

or e-mail to: 
emhughes@comcast.net 

 

Advertisements are not an 
endorsement of products or 

services by the Board of 
Trustees or the Montpelier 

Community Association, Inc. 
 
 

Please Note 

If you have sold your home 

or are a new owner, please 

drop us a note listing the lot 

number and the name of the 

new owner.  Requests for 

resale packages ($25 paya-

ble to MCA) should be sent 

to the above address or call 

888-622-4630 x102. 

If you are renting your home and 
have a mailing address other than 
Montpelier, please let us know.  
We want all members to receive 
their MCA correspondence and 
MONTPELIER TODAY in a timely 
manner. 

2015 
Advertising Rates For Montpelier Today 

  Per Issue      PrePaid  

        Annual   

      (6 issues) 

Full page  $ 120.00     $ 648.00 

Half page      85.00        459.00 

Quarter page      60.00        324.00 

Business card      40.00        216.00 

 

License information, as required by the 

State and County,  must be  

displayed on all advertisements 
 

For Inquiries:  

Mary Hughes, Editor 
emhughes@comcast.net or 888-622-4630 x103  
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Neighbors, 
We have several major activities in the near future that 
will be temporarily inconvenient but will improve our 
quality of life, and help retain the value of our homes for 
the next 50+ years. 
 

1. WSSC Major Water Main Replacement Project 
2. Speed and ‘Cut Through Traffic’ REDUCTION and 

Beautification Plan (my title) 
3. Phase 2 of the County Tree REPLACEMENT Program 

throughout Montpelier 
 

On Thursday, March 26th at 7:00 pm in the auditorium of 
the Deerfield Run Elementary School (13000 Laurel Bowie 
Rd, out on Rt 197), both WSSC and the Prince Georges 
County Department of Public Works & Transportation 
(PGCDPW&T) will present their plans.  Starting in this 
Spring, WSSC will be replacing the 20” water main that 
runs up Montpelier Drive, Cedarbrook Lane, Royal Ridge 
Lane and Boxford Court. 

 

The second program to be discussed is the ‘Greening’ of 
Montpelier Drive that will reduce speeding and the num-
ber of vehicles that use our neighborhood streets as a 
short cut.  With 54’ of wide open asphalt many of our 
drivers on Montpelier Drive have been passed on the left 
and right by people greatly exceeding the posted speed 

limit.  We have the opportunity to make a statement 
about our neighborhood by presenting a residential look 
to the road instead of a ‘super highway’.  Come to the 
meeting on the 26th of March and see what the 
PGCDPW&T has in mind.  All homes on Montpelier Drive 
should be getting personal notification of the meeting in 
the mail. 
 

Finally, as our neighborhood reaches its 50th year anniver-
sary, the County is poised to begin Phase 2 of a program 
to refresh their trees that line our streets.  Sadly, our 
beautiful Bradford Pear Trees have exceeded their life 
span and must be replaced.   
 

I have been assured that the trees slated to be replaced 
will be marked during the Fall of 2015 so homeowners 
will have time to consider if they would like to keep their 
tree. The problem with a homeowner opting to keep a 
Country tree that has been designated for replacement 
will be the liability for that tree.  The County will allow a 

tree to be retained if the homeowner signs a waiver and 
becomes responsible for all future damage caused by that 
tree.  
 

This is a wonderful program compared to just letting the 
trees fall down one by one, as many have done in the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 UPCOMING MCA MEETINGS FOR MONTPELIER HOMEOWNERS 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETINGS 
 

Mark your calendar for Tuesday March 10 and Tuesday, April 14 for the monthly board meetings at Deer-
field Community Center, preschool room.    All meetings begin at 7 PM.   Montpelier homeowners are 

encouraged to attend. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL & COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE MEETINGS (ACCC) 
The next meetings will be Thursday, March 5 and Thursday, April 2.  All meetings are at Deerfield Com-

munity Center, preschool room at 7 pm.   

Have You Paid Your 2015 Annual Assessment ? 

Affidavits and Assessment Notices were mailed to all 
Montpelier homeowners in late January.  The Assess-
ment is $305 and due March 1, 2015.   
 

Pay your assessment, complete both the Owner Affida-
vit and the Pool Access Form and return them by March 
31, 2015 and you will earn Two Bonus Guest Passes (a 
$50 value).   These passes are kept on file at the pool.   
 

If you haven’t paid the assessment and filled out the 
forms, don’t delay.  Payment of the assessment is due 

March 1 and late after March 31, 2015.  Payments after 
March 31 must include an additional $50 administrative 
fee and $3.05 interest per month.   
 

If you need an affidavit or pool user form, please down-
load one at www.montpelieronline.org or contact Mary 
Hughes (emhughes@comcast.net / 888 622-4630 x103).   
 

Please call the MCA treasurer, Lillian Fazio-301 776-
3267, if you have any additional questions.   

past.  Not only does it waste our tax dollars to mobilize a 
crew to cleanup one tree, when they fall one by one the 
County does not grind the stump nor do they replace the 
tree.  With this program we will have old trees completely 
removed, to include grinding the stump, and a new tree 
planted.  Even the ‘gaps’ where we should have trees will 
be replanted.  Our Community has already had approxi-
mately 800 trees replaced during Phase 1 of this program.   
 

Like Phase 1, individual homeowners will be able to par-
ticipate in the selection of the type of tree replanted with-
in reason.  Some of our street tree ‘themes’ have already 
been set so some of our selection may be limited.  Unfor-
tunately, the brittle Bradford Pears will not be an option.  
During the summer watch your Newsletter for more infor-
mation about Phase 2 of the Tree Replacement Program. 

Bob Derrick 
President 

(Continued from page 4) 

The proud parents of Andrew ONeil, 
want to announce that Andrew earned 

the rank of Eagle Scout with his Scout Board in January 
2015.  He organized a fence to be built around the air 
conditioning unit of St. Nicholas Church.   
 

Andrew ONeil also made the Honor Roll's 'First Honors' 
for the third time in the fall semester at Mount St. Jo-
seph High School in Baltimore.  Plus, he applied for and 
was accepted to Marquette University in Milwaukee, 
WI with a $10,400 scholarship each year for four 
years.  

Tim and Jeannene ONeil  

 

Dylan Haversack is finishing his second year at Georgia 
Institute of Technology in Atlanta, Georgia where he is 
studying Mechanical Engineering and has made the 
Dean's List every semester.  William Haversack is a 
Senior at St. Vincent Pallotti HIgh School, where he has 
earned a spot on the Principal's List (4.0 and above) 
every quarter.  Wyatt Haversack is a Sophomore at St. 
Vincent Pallotti High School where he has earned both 
Principal List and High Honors.   
 

 Suzanne Haversack 
VP Greater Laurel United Soccer Club 

             MONTPELIER OVER THE FENCE 
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Trustees in Attendance:  Paul Buehler, Bob Derrick, Pa-
tricia Douville, Lillian Fazio, Brad Gimbert, Jack Keating, 
Richard Mason and Jean Sorrentino. 
Trustees Absent with Cause:  Tim Jacobs.   
Community Members Present:  Joe Bacarella and Mary 
Derrick. 
 

President Bob Derrick called the meeting to order at 
7:02 PM.  There was a quorum to conduct business.   
 

Secretary’s Report:  Tricia Douville  
The minutes of the November 2014 Board meeting were 
reviewed.  Trustee Keating made a motion to accept the 
minutes.  Trustee Sorrentino seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously.   
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Lillian Fazio  

 Trustee Fazio prepared the monthly statements which 
were distributed.   

 The new dumpster is in place.  The MCA was charged 
$90.00 to get the new dumpster. 

 A. Simmons, the MCA’s accountant, arranged for an 
independent review of the books.  A few changes have 
been suggested and Trustee Fazio will review it later 
this week.  No financial irregularities were found.  

 No new payments this month on any of the 29 delin-
quent assessment payments.  Legal actions continue 
on these. 

 In regard to the vandalism at the pool, an additional 
$300 was received.  Ms. Derrick reported that two-
thirds of the total requested has been paid.  Fully ex-
pect the rest to come in. 

 The 2015 assessment was discussed.  Per the bylaws, 
the assessment can only be increased 5% per year and 
the total growth is capped at $325.  The pool contract 
will increase because of an increase required to the 
minimum wage and new white coating will be also 
needed in the near future.  Trustee Fazio made a mo-
tion to increase the assessment by $10 due to the an-
ticipated expenses and the need to build the reserve 
(bringing assessment to $305).  Trustee Douville se-
conded the motion.  After discussion, the motion 
passed unanimously. 

 The 2015 budget was discussed.  Ten percent of the 
assessment is required to be deposited every year into 
the Reserve Fund for future repairs.  The landscaping 
budget was increased to $9,000 to include some 
charges we requested “a la carte” this year.  The Social 
Committee budget was increased to $5,000.  Trustee 
Fazio made a motion to accept the revised budget.  
Trustee Fazio seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

 

ACCC:  Michael Boddie, Chairperson  

 Mr. Boddie reported little activity for November.  One 
member has a trailer, which is being acted upon and a 
few have leaves in the street that need attention.   

 A suggestion was made to put an announcement in 
the newsletter asking members to pick up the free 
newspapers thrown in the driveway. 

 The next ACCC meeting will be moved from January 1 
to January 8. 

 

Communications Committee:   
Trustee Mason made a motion to appoint Sean Beaver 
to be Chairperson of the Communications Committee.  
Trustee Gimbert seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously.   
 

Facilities Committee:  Paul Buehler and Brad Gimbert, 
Co-Chairpersons 

 Trustee Gimbert has all the quotes on the shade struc-
ture and it will be presented at the next meeting.   

 Trustee Buehler discussed the skateboarding in the 
parking lot.  There is still a problem with trash and 
there may be some damage to the asphalt. We can 
ask the police to increase visits to the parking lot after 
dark when the common grounds are supposed to be 
closed. 

 

Pool Committee:  Mary Derrick, Chairperson  
Ms. Derrick discussed pool contracts for pool manage-
ment.  There will be a $9,000 increase over last year, 
and we can accept their bid for a second year or the 
board can request additional bids.   
 

Social Committee:  Patricia Douville, Chairperson 

 The Holiday Lighting Contest will be judged Sunday 
December 21, from 6 to 9 pm. 

 Ms. Hynes was thanked for decorating the Montpelier 
entrance for the holidays.   

 

Security Committee:  Richard Mason, Chairperson  

 Trustee Mason reported that a neighbor was 
scammed for driveway repairs.  She approved the 
work without knowing the total cost.  After the work 
was completed she was charged $1,500 for a repair 
that should have cost a few hundred dollars plus they 
demanded cash.   

 A relative of the deceased member on Graystone has 
come forward to take responsibility for the house.  
Trustee Mason is in contact with him and will discuss 
securing the contents of the car and caring for the 
house.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Montpelier Community Association, Inc. 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

December 9, 2014 
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 Another member, Mark Middlebusher, has joined the 
committee.   

 

Traffic Committee:  Richard Mason, Chairperson 
Trustee Mason reported that Mary Lehman and a repre-
sentative from the County Department of Public Works 
will attend our next board meeting to discuss the realign-
ment of O’Dell/Cedarbrook/Muirkirk and other road im-
provement projects in our community.  An announce-
ment will be put in the next newsletter.   
 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Trustee Derrick will prepare and distribute a letter to 
all members explaining the Bradford Pear Tree Re-
placement Project, including:  trees to be removed will 
be marked well in advance of removal; homeowners 
can then form an opinion and if they want to keep a 
tree the County will have them sign a waiver; if we 
wait until a tree falls down, the tree will be removed, 
but not be replaced, nor will the County remove the 
stump.  The survey and marking of trees is scheduled 
to begin in the Spring of 2015 with replacement in the 
Fall and Winter.   

 Thanks to Trustee Fazio, who was able to get the 

dumpster provider to swap the rusty one with a new 
one for a onetime fee of $90.00 . 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Trustee Gimbert was asked to check with Mr. Dengler 
if he still has extra padlocks.  The gate keepers 
(Shoupes) needed a lock for the playground and sup-
plied their own.  Trustee Derrick also suggested that all 
the locks should be rekeyed.  Trustee Keating suggest-
ed getting the new programmable locks.   

 Fence panels left at the dumpster need to be cut up so 
that they can be put in the dumpster.  Trustee Gimbert 
volunteered to do so.   

 Trustee Buehler asked about the grass driven over 
during the new pool deck replacement. It was reseed-
ed and covered with straw.  If in the Spring it has not 
grown in more grass seed will be applied. 

 Mr. Bacarella announced that he will no longer chal-
lenge his ACCC fine, but asked if his total is negotiable.  
Trustee Keating will look into it.   

 

The next Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 
13, 2015 at 7:00 PM at Deerfield Recreation Center, pre-
school room.  The motion was made and seconded to 
adjourn at 8:20 pm.  The motion passed unanimously.  

(Continued from page 6) 

Deerfield Community Center 
December 4, 2014 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Committee Members Present:   Michael Boddie, Brian 
Dennis, Michael Flowe, Colin Hebert, and Jack Keating. 
Community Members Present:  Mary Hughes. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by M. Bod-
die.  The minutes of the November meeting, as tran-
scribed by M. Hughes, were reviewed.  J. Keating made a 
motion to accept the amended minutes.  M. Flowe se-
conded the motion and it passed unanimously.   
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
12101 Cedarbrook Lane –  The homeowner has taken 
care of the tree.   Thank you, the matter is closed.   
12509 Silverbirch Lane – There has been no response to a 
letter sent to the non-resident owners regarding the bro-
ken section of fencing.   
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
12222 Shadetree Lane – The dead or dying trees need to 

be removed.   
12332 Shadetree Lane – There is a trailer in the driveway.  
A letter will be sent. 
12346 Shadetree Lane – The homeowner will be asked to 
remove items accumulating in the driveway and yard. 
8901 Briardale Lane – There is a dumpster in the drive-
way, but no notification was made.  J. Keating will check 
on how long it will be needed. 
An announcement will be put in the newsletter reminding 
homeowners to pick up newspapers that are thrown in 
the driveway.  Dead leaves accumulating in the streets 
are also unsightly and dangerous and homeowners will 
be reminded that they should be cleaned up as well.   
 

C. Hebert announced that he must resign from the com-
mittee in the next month or two.  He was thanked for his 
work with the ACCC. 
 

The next meeting of the ACCC will be rescheduled to the 
second Thursday of the month, Thursday, January 8, 2015 
at 7:00 PM at Deerfield Recreation Center, pre-school 
room.  The meeting adjourned at 7:38 pm.   

ACCC REPORT 

Boats, Campers, Recreational Vehicles, & Trailers May Be 
Parked in Your Driveway Beginning April 1. 
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Montpelier Community Association, Inc. 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

January 13, 2015 

Trustees in Attendance: Paul Buehler, Bob Derrick, Patri-
cia Douville, Lillian Fazio, Tim Jacobs, Richard Mason 
and Jean Sorrentino.  
Trustees Absent with Cause: Brad Gimbert and Jack 
Keating.  
Community Members Present: Sean Beaver, Mary Der-
rick and Mary Hughes.  
 

President Bob Derrick called the meeting to order at 
8:51 PM due to a previous presentation to the Prince G 
eorge’s County Department of Public Works & Transpor-
tation on the Murikurk Cedarbrook Lane intersection 
improvements and the proposed reconfiguration of the 
entire length of Montpelier Drive. There was a quorum 
to conduct business.  
 

Secretary’s Report: Tricia Douville  
The minutes of the December 2014 board meeting were 
reviewed. Trustee Fazio made a motion to accept the 
minutes. Trustee Mason seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously.  
 

Treasurer’s Report: Lillian Fazio  

 Trustee Fazio prepared the monthly statements which 
were distributed.  

 Trustee Fazio reported that $50,000 was deposited in 
the reserve account.  

 .$50,000 was spent on capital improvements in 2014.  

 Checks written to three contractors were never re-
ceived and the money was re-deposited into the MCA 
account. The contractors were issued new checks and 
the accounts are settled.  

 

Pool Committee: Mary Derrick, Chairperson  
Revisions to the pool access form were discussed. Trus-
tee Derrick made a motion to (1) award two guests 

passes to members who pay the assessment and return 
completed affidavits and pool user forms by March 31, 
(2) increase the extended family fee to $75 per person 
(age 4 and above), (3) define a “family” as the home-
owner and one adult and their children. Trustee Sorren-
tino seconded the motion. The motion passed with P. 
Buehler, B. Derrick, P. Douville, L. Fazio, R. Mason and J. 
Sorrentino voting yea and T. Jacobs voting nay.  
 

Security Committee: Richard Mason, Chairperson  

 Cpl. Jason Wilson will attend the February 10 board 
meeting.  

 There were no reported crimes in Montpelier last 
month. All crime is down in Prince George’s County.  

 

Traffic Committee: Richard Mason, Chairperson  

 Trustee Mason will contact WSSC reference their plan 
for major repairs on Montpelier Drive, Cedarbrook 
Lane and other streets in Montpelier. He will attempt 
to ensure that any repairs planned for Montpelier 
Drive are coordinated between the County Public 
Works & Transportation and WSSC.  

 Decaying leaves continue to be a problem on some 
streets and he has talked to a few homeowners about 
the problem.  

 A second meeting will be scheduled regarding the 
County’s proposed plans for slowing traffic on Mont-
pelier Drive. The County will send invitations to all the 
homeowners along the entire length of Montpelier 
Drive to an open meeting to discuss the proposed 
plan for slowing traffic on Montpelier Drive.  

 

The next board meeting will be held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 10, 2015 at 7:00 PM at Deerfield Recreation Center, 
preschool room. The motion was made and seconded to 
adjourn at 9:11 pm. The motion passed unanimously.  

January 8, 2015 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Committee Members Present:   Michael Boddie, Brian 
Dennis, Michael Flowe, Colin Hebert, and Jack Keating. 
Community Members Present:  Mary Hughes. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM by M. Bod-
die.  The minutes of the December meeting, as tran-
scribed by M. Hughes, were reviewed.  B. Dennis made 
a motion to accept the minutes.  M. Flowe seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously.   
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

12509 Silverbirch Lane – There has been no response to 
a letter sent (11/20/14) to the non-resident regarding a 
fence in disrepair.  The house is vacant and may be in 
foreclosure.  Hold till next month. 
12222 Shadetree Lane – The dead trees are gone.  
Thank you.  
12332 Shadetree Lane – The trailer in the driveway has 
been removed.   
12346 Shadetree Lane –Homeowner complied with 
request to clean up driveway and side yard. 
8901 Briardale Lane – The dumpster in the driveway is 
gone.   

(Continued on page 9) 

ACCC REPORT 
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Saturday, March 28 at 2:00 pm  
MCA common grounds 

 

Bring your Easter basket and  
join us for a fun time. 

Ages 12 and under (adult must be present). 

 
RSVP by March 25 to Tricia Douville,  

301 490-7614 or pldouville@verizon.net 
with the total children attending,  
their ages, and your lot number  

 

In case of inclement weather, please check the  

MCA Info line 888 622 4630 

Helpers Needed:   
Contact Tricia if you can help hide eggs for the hunt!!! 

NEW BUSINESS:   
Pleasant Court – The empty lot on the corner of Pleas-
ant Court and Mt. Pleasant Drive is being sold.  New 
construction must conform to the existing styles of 
Montpelier houses and new owners will be members of 
the MCA and follow the covenants. The prospected 
buyers will confer with their realtor about governing 
documents and bring plans to the ACCC for approval.   
C. Hebert asked for clarification about renting his house 
to several adults.  The county allows up to 5 unrelated 
people to occupy a single family house.  They must 
abide by the covenants and it is the owner’s responsi-

bility to ensure compliance.   
12612 Cedarbrook Lane – The lamp post is broken.  
Letter needed. 
12411 Eastgate Lane  – Trailer in the driveway.  Home-
owner will be called. 
12412 Eastgate Lane – Dumpster in the driveway.  Did 
the ACCC receive notification?   
 

C. Hebert was thanked for his service on the ACCC. 
 

The next meeting of the ACCC will be the first Thursday 
of the month, Thursday, February 5, 2015 at 7:00 PM at 
Deerfield Recreation Center, pre-school room.  The 
meeting adjourned at 7:57 pm.   

(Continued from page 8) 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Montpelier Community Association, Inc.  Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual 
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Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual, continued 
        Jan 15                 Budget          

BALANCE SHEET 
As of January 31, 2015 

Financial Information submitted by Lillian Fazio, Treasurer 
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Cpl. Jason Wilson attended our February MCA Board 
Meeting.  
 
Crimes in Community: Criminal activity since last 
meeting included an attempt to break down front 
door at 10:30 PM, 1/16/15 in the 9200 block of Mont-
pelier Drive; theft of outside Christmas lights @ 10:45 
pm,  1/16/15 in the 12800 block of Silverbirch Lane; 
and, a report of a suspicious red van on Raven Way on 
1/18/15.  
All incidents reported via 911, with immediate  
response from Police.   If you would like to know the 
results of a call for service, you must ask the police 
investigating officer for follow up report.  
 
Proposed Five Sisters Restaurant: There is an effort 
by a couple and some investors to open a restaurant 
in the site of  the former J's Sports Cafe in the Crystal 
Plaza Shopping Center, 12617 Laurel Bowie Road.   
Richard Mason, Nancy  Stakem, Sean Beaver, and Bob 
Derrick attended a meeting called by the South Laurel 
Community Leader's Conference  (SLCLC) to discuss 
the Five Sister's Restaurant Business Plan. Three indi-
viduals, that are part of the effort to open a restau-
rant, hosted the group of around 25 community lead-
ers from the local area in the space they plan to con-
vert to the restaurant. One major issue that will most 
likely mean the difference between being a restaurant 
and a bar is the stated plan to close the kitchen at 
11:00 pm but stay open until 2:30 am. While the rep-

resentative from Five Sisters said they  
don't want a bar or lounge, many in the group shared 
that the clientele from 11:00 pm to 2:30 am are likely 
to be contrary to their desire to be a family friendly 
restaurant. The owners will update their business plan 
and revise their liquor license application. There may 
be a follow up call for all interested residents to come 
voice their opinions/show their support. At that time 
the larger the showing the better to make sure we 
don't recreate the conditions we had when 3 people 
were shot  
and killed at this site. We will post updates as we 
learn them.  

 
PG County District VI Police Report: Citizens Advisory 
Council Meeting 1/22/15 discussed the following: 
 All crimes in the county down 13% compared to 

last year.  
 Burglaries and auto theft are only increases in 

crimes. 
 Child and Adult ID program needs volunteers. 

Contact Cpl Woody. 
 Christmas in April headed by Cpl Wilson needs 

volunteers. Students with service hours accepted.  
 Do not warm up car and leave unattended. Police 

are looking for this since auto thefts are up.  
 When pumping gas, lock your car. It is easy for 

criminal to steal visible items from car.  
Richard Mason, Chairman 

rsmason@aol.com/301-346-6250 

 SECURITY COMMITTEE REPORT 

 TRAFFIC COMMITTEE REPORT 

Montpelier Drive Improvements:   A successful well-
attended meeting was held on 1/13/15 with 
PGDPW&T before the monthly MCA Board Meeting.  
The preliminary presentation was reenforced by 
Councilwoman Mary Lehman. There will be a follow-
up meeting in mid to late March. An announcement 
will be made when details are finalized.  Board Presi-
dent Bob Derrick and  
Traffic Chairman, Richard Mason, will meet with Pro-
ject Manager, Russell Carroll on 2-10-15 to make sure 
all items will be covered in next community meeting.  
 
Montpelier Streets Survey: Our detailed survey has 
been turned over to the Highway Maintenance De-
partment for further action. I will make sure we get a 
response and immediate action.  

Muirkirk/Cedarbrook/Odell Intersection: All utility 
work will be completed this Fall. Road construction is 
scheduled for completion Summer 2016.  
 
All above Traffic information is available on our web 
site at “montpelieronline.org”. Look for the picture of 
an intersection and click it for more information. 
 
Thanks to Colleen and Bernie Elliker, Sean Beaver, 
and Mary Hughes for their valuable contributions to 
our Montpelier road improvement projects. Also 
thanks to the community for the compliments to the 
Security and Traffic Committees.  
 

Richard Mason, Traffic Chair 
rsmason@aol.com/301-346-6250 
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Dear Customer:   

 

The Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 

(WSSC) plans to replace approximately 1.54 miles of 

water main in your area.  Construction is expected to 

begin in Spring 2015 and be completed by Winter 2016, 

weather permitting. 

 

The affected streets include: Cedarbrook Lane, 

Montpelier Drive, Royal Ridge Lane, Boxford Court 
 

This project is necessary because the water mains are 

nearing the end of their useful life. Providing a reliable 

supply of safe drinking water at affordable rates contin-

ues to be our highest priority, but after more than 90 

years of service, WSSC is facing the same problem con-

fronting water providers across the country – decaying 

pipes and valves. The water mains within the project 

area were originally installed in 1960s. These mains will 

be replaced with new ductile iron pipe which will greatly 

reduce the frequency of water main breaks, while 

providing the same high-quality water that WSSC has 

always provided its customers. 

 

All work is expected to be conducted during weekdays. 

WSSC will work closely with the residents and regulato-

ry agencies to deliver a high-quality project on time and 

on budget, while minimizing disruptions to traffic and 

the environment. Water service may be interrupted while 

the new main is tied in with the existing main, however 

this will be limited to a few hours at a time. Residents 

will be notified in a timely manner before any service 

interruption. 

 

To receive an e-mail or text message alert when your 

water service is disrupted, you can register for WSSC’s 

new Customer Notification System (CNS). Visit 

WSSC’s home page at www.wsscwater.com and click 

on the CNS logo on the left-hand side to sign up. The 

service is FREE but your standard text messaging rates 

do apply. 

 

If you have any questions about this project (BT/

CR5268A11) or need additional information, please con-

tact me at 301-206-8824 or by e-mail at 

yuezhang.wang@wsscwater.com. However, if you expe-

rience a water or sewer emergency, please call our 24-hr 

hotline at 301-206-4002. 

Sincerely, 

Yuezhang Wang, Project Manager – 

Infrastructure Systems 

 

THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT THE 
PROJECT: 
 

 Before construction, Ms. Utility will 
mark all utilities with temporary paint.   

 Prior to construction, project signs will 
be posted and you will receive a letter 
with details of the project and the 
project manager’s contact infor-
mation.   

 During construction, there may be 
digging in the street, sidewalk or right-
of-way.  Access to driveways will be 
maintained at all times and access 
inside your home will not be required.   

 Some water shutdowns will be re-
quired, but you will be notified 3 days 
prior to the event.  Shutdowns are not 
to exceed 8 hours in length and will 
not be scheduled on the day before, 
day of, or day after a holiday.   

 When service is restored you may 
have discolored water.  WSSC recom-
mends running your cold water for 5 
minutes to flush the sediment out of 

(Continued on page 14) 
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the line,  Start by opening the water faucet at the high-
est level of your house and work your way down to the 
lowest point.  It is not recommended that you drink or 
wash clothes with the discolored water.  If you still 
experience discolored water  after 24 hours call 301 
206-4002. 

 Areas of grass, curb, and pavement which are dis-
turbed will be restored as closely as possible to their 
original state.,  Pavement will be restored with a tem-
porary patch and WSSC will work with municipalities to 
have the pavement restored.   

(Continued from page 13) 

Montpelier Community Association, Inc. 

Traffic Committee Presentation with County Representatives Re Montpelier Drive Improvements and  

O’Dell Rd/Cedarbrook Lane Improvement 

January 13, 2015 

7:00 PM, Deerfield Recreation Center 

Presenters:  Erv Beckert, Prince George’s County Dept. Public 
Works, Chief of Highway & Bridge Design; Dwight Joseph, Prince 
George’s County Dept. Public Works, Chief of Construction, 
Office of Project Management; Russell Carroll, Project Manager; 
Carol Terry; Mary Lehman, County Council, District 1.  
 

MONTPELIER DRIVE 
The main desire in the Montpelier Drive plan is safety, 
slowing traffic.  Montpelier Drive is 7,000 feet of roadway 
from 197 to the Pepco easement (power lines).  It is 54’ 
wide, open pavement which encourages people to drive 
fast.  The design plan Mr. Beckert put forth would put 
curb extensions or bump outs, approximately every 100’ 
or so, in the “parking” lane, stripe in a designated bike 
lane, stripe in two lanes for traffic (with a double line in 
the middle designating “no passing.”  Some allowances 
can be made to create a turning lane for “major” intersec-
tions.  The bump outs will initially be grass, but environ-
mentally-friendly designs (trees, plants, ground cover, 
etc.) can be created.  This plan also includes replacing the 
existing sidewalk with a 5’ sidewalk and adding a sidewalk 
to the other side of Montpelier Drive.  Sidewalks would be 
ADA compliant and all driveway aprons would be re-
placed.  The entire roadway will be ground and resur-
faced.  One major advantage to this plan, work could be 
started this summer. 
 

No speed humps are suggested and are not recommend-
ed by emergency agencies.  Rumble strips could be added 
to the design, but Ms. Lehman and Mr. Beckert cautioned 
homeowners that many communities find the noise creat-
ed by rumble strips to be undesirable.   
 

As WSSC is planning on major work to pipes along Mont-
pelier Drive and Cedarbrook, the County planners will 
coordinate their plans so that streets are not torn up 
twice.  The Neighborhood Design (Bradford Tree Replace-
ment Program) will also be contacted to coordinate plans. 
 

Medians were suggested by a member.  They could be 
added, but that may delay the project and they might not 

be wide enough for trees or much more than grass.  Mr. 
Beckert explained this design was not the “end of the sto-
ry” but if the community wants to go beyond the scope of 
the current design, the project may be delayed.  Ms. Leh-
man also cautioned the members that delaying the pro-
ject will likely mean that Montpelier Drive will not be re-
paved for several years.  All property owners along the full 
stretch of Montpelier Drive will be contacted for another 
meeting (March 26) to discuss bump out locations.  Mem-
bers were also encouraged to contact the Department 
with their questions.   
 

CEDARBROOK/ODELL/MUIRKIRK 
The design of the realignment of the roads is complete.  
Mr. Joseph, Chief of Construction, encouraged members 
to contact him if improvements are needed during the 
construction phase.  Drainage, bumps, etc. are easier to 
fix during the time the crews are working. 
 

BGE will be doing some work next week.  There has been 
extensive fiber optic preparation and various agencies 
involved in the area of the realignment of the intersection 
which has delayed the beginning of construction.  The 
construction should be completed by the summer of 
2016.  The majority of the work will be on the other side 
of Muirkirk Road.  Much of the work will be done in phas-
es and behind barriers.  The clearing of the area for the 
Odell Road realignment will be done first (August 2015). 
 

A member questioned whether the realignment won’t 
increase volume of traffic on Cedarbrook.  As “trip dura-
tion” will not be changed, the engineers do not believe 
there would be an increase in traffic volume.  It was also 
emphasized that this project is for safety.  The current 
alignment of the intersection is very dangerous. 
 

Although most of the work will involve the opposite side 
of Muirkirk, Montpelier homes backing up to Muirkirk will 
be affected.  Under drains and swales should prevent wa-

(Continued on page 15) 

The following report was prepared from the January 13 meeting with County Representatives.  Since that meeting, some alternatives have 
been proposed and anyone interested in these projects should attend the March 26 meeting at 7 pm at Deerfield Elementary School.   
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MUIRKIRK RD AT CEDARBROOK LANE WITH O’DELL RD REALIGNMENT 

PROPOSED MONTPELIER DRIVE IMPROVEMENTS 

ter runoff into any homes below the road.  Homeown-
ers were encouraged to discuss their concerns and 
observations with the planners directly.  There will be 

less “buffer” behind the property lines in some cases 
and some tree removal.   
 
Slides and maps were available at the meeting and can also be 

found online at www.montpelieronline.org. 

(Continued from page 14) 

ATTEND THE MARCH 26th MEETING, 7 PM, DEERFIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AUDITORIUM FOR MORE INFO. 
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Hi Neighbor ! 
 

Spring is coming soon. For our newer neighbors to the 
Montpelier community, it may be the year to look at your 
landscape and give it your own touch and personality.   
You will be starting with some existing trees, bushes and 
flowers and sometimes this can be most challenging.  
Start by asking yourself: 
  1] What do I like or dislike about the exterior of my 
home ? 
  2] Does it reflect me ? 
  3] Does the entrance say "Welcome" ? 
 

Open viewing of your home can be accomplished by clear-
ing overgrown bushes away from the entry.  You can wid-
en the grass pathways from the street, using evergreens 
that will keep a moderate height at full maturity.  Each 
house has land on either side of the home. Use this part 
of the property as entrance and exits to the more private 
areas.  As you cut paths leading to the back gardens, make 
them curved, allowing for easy eye movement and a 
pleasant undulation that leads itself to surprise, calmness, 
contrast—your escape from the world.  Place a statue, 
vase, or other garden element at the end of an entrance.  
That object beckons your guest to come in.   

Plants placed in front of windows should not cover the 
window. Other considerations for placement of shrubbery 
might be how you plan to use your area.  
Does the area provide shade or will you 
have to create shade?  If you have small 
children is there space for their toys?  
You can place large pots with ever-
greens, herbs and lilies near the patio so 
they can be moved if you later change 
your mind.  
 

Design books talk about line, form, tex-
ture and color.   Think of a favorite tree 
and use that specimen as a focal point 
and put plants around it that will com-
plete the picture.  In my own garden, 
there was a mature maple tree. One consideration was 
not to cover the roots of that tree with more than three 
inches of soil, for that could suffocate the roots.  I planted 
Echinacea or pink daisies. Each Spring to Fall the circle of 
daisies play with shades of pink to almost magenta in the 
early morning to evening light.  They attract several types 
of butterflies and in the Fall the Yellow Finch hang on in 
the breeze and eat all the seeds.  The Winter snows give 
the seed heads a different kind of beauty. 
 

Japanese  Gardens: 
I think Japanese gardens are especially attractive. They 
don't depend on lots of flowers but rather on form and 

texture. Did you know that the lantern is a symbol of a 
sacred place?  It says, "leave your troubles behind". 
Water is one of the 
elements in both 
Japanese and other 
kinds of gardening. 
The water feature is 
an oasis for birds to 
quench their thrust . 
Dragon flies survey a 
pond looking for 
bugs and frogs lay 
their eggs in the 
reeds of water iris.  If 
you can't provide a 
pond, how about a 
dry river bed? Japa-
nese gardens often 
use rocks to imitate  
water.  You can pur-
chase bags of rocks 
from any of the local 
hardware stores   
Certain plants reinforce the feel of an Asian garden.  Japa-
nese maples, Mugo  pines, Gingko  trees (male only), or-
namental cherry and plume trees.  I love Nandina for the 

red cluster of berries 
all winter and the 
fine leaves. In our  
area the azalea tops 
them all. Using 
different varieties of 
azalea can keep the 
flowers coming in 
every color from 
white to purple with 
intense shades of 
pink for the entire 
month of May. I have 
read that if you wish 

to place a Buddha in your garden, no matter what size be 
sure it includes the entire body.  Placing only the head is 
disrespectful. 
 

A Little History: 
The T'ang dynasty of China brought new principles into 
landscape design, first in Buddhist temples, later in pri-
vate gardens. Yin/Yang can be thought of as complimen-
tary forces. For instance, shadows can not exist without 
light. 
 

One of the principles of Feng Shui is Yin/Yang. It is a repre-
sentative of balance and continual change.  There are 

GLO in the GARDEN  
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hundreds of books on the subject. Placement of garden 
elements should bring balance, comfort and harmony. 
Start simply, observe how nature influences your garden 
and build your own welcoming environment. 
 

Thanks for all your comments. Questions? E mail glo-
riahynes@verizon.net or check the Home and Garden 
information  center website: www.hgic.umd.edu   for 
other timely tips. 

Gloria Hynes, Master Gardener Prince Georges County 
Photos courtesy of Gloria Hynes 

(Continued from page 16) 

The Skinny on Light Bulbs 
 In 2007, Congress passed the bi-partisan Energy Inde-

pendence and Security Act (EISA), which included new, 

higher efficiency standards for the basic lightbulbs we use 

today (think of the Edison lightbulb). Beginning in January 

2012, these new standards required bulbs to be roughly 25 

percent more efficient. That is, they are required to con-

sume less electricity (measured in watts) for the amount of 

light produced (measured in lumens). 

 

The more traditional inefficient 100W bulbs -- typically in-

candescent bulbs -- will give way to alternatives that use 

only 72W to provide you a comparable amount of light 

(lumens). Similar standards have been phased in for other 

types of lightbulbs over the past three years. Traditional 

75W incandescent lightbulbs are no longer being produced 

as of January 1, 2013.* Traditional 40 and 60W incandes-

cent lightbulbs are no longer being produced as of January 

1, 2014.* These new standards apply specifically to lighting 

manufacturers and wholesalers, who will not be permitted 

to sell bulbs that do not meet the minimum efficiency stand-

ards, and as a result, you will see fewer incandescent 

bulbs on the store shelves moving forward.  You will have 

the choice to continue using traditional incandescent bulbs 

for as long as they last, or switch to more efficient bulbs. 

 

Those who switch to the energy-saving bulbs will immedi-

ately begin to spend less money on their monthly energy 

bills for the same amount of light. Replacing light bulbs in 

your home's five most frequently used light fixtures with 

more efficient bulbs that have earned the ENERGY STAR 

label can save you about $75 each year. 

 

The new energy efficiency standards will affect conven-

tional pear-shaped medium-size screw-in lightbulbs, 

and some reflector bulbs like the ones we use in tradi-

tional lighting fixtures in our homes. However, the new 

standards do not affect all bulbs. Various specialty 

bulbs are exempt, including appliance bulbs, heavy-

duty bulbs, colored lights, three-way bulbs, and others. 

There are 22 types of traditional incandescent lamps 

that are exempt.  

 

Traditional incandescent bulbs use a lot of energy to 

produce light. 90% of the energy is wasted as heat. That 

lost energy is money being throwing away. Newer energy-

saving bulbs such as ENERGY STAR-qualified CFLs and 

LEDs can produce the same amount of light (lumens) as a 

traditional incandescent bulb while using significantly less 

energy.  So when you replace your traditional incandescent 

bulbs with the energy-savers, you will pay less to get the 

same amount of light. Many of the newer bulbs also last 

significantly longer than traditional bulbs, so you won't need 

to replace them as often, and will keep saving into the fu-

ture. ENERGY STAR LEDs use about 25% of the energy 

and last up to 25 times longer than traditional incandescent 

bulbs. An ENERGY STAR CFL uses about 25% of the en-

ergy and lasts 10 times longer than a comparable tradition-

al incandescent bulb. 

 

While the initial price of the newer lightbulbs is typically 

higher than the inefficient incandescent bulbs you are re-

placing, you'll spend less each year to operate them. Most 

CFLs and LEDs pay for themselves with the energy they 

save in less than 9 months. Average consumers will spend 

about $14.45 to operate a traditional incandescent bulb for 

a year (electricity cost @ 6hrs/day). By comparison, aver-

age consumers will spend about $2.40 to operate an EN-

ERGY STAR LED bulb, and about $3.45 on an ENERGY 

STAR CFL bulb -- each producing about the same amount 

of light. 
 

* The EISA 2007 act specifically limits the import or manufac-

ture of inefficient bulbs. Stores will be able to sell remaining 

inventory. 
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Things to know when buying LEDs 

LEARN THE LINGO 

When shopping for bulbs, you're probably accustomed to 

looking for watts, an indication of how bright the bulb will 

be. The brightness of LEDs, however, is determined a 

little differently. Contrary to common belief, wattage isn't 

an indication of brightness, but a measurement of how 

much energy the bulb draws. For incandescents, there is 

an accepted correlation between the watts drawn and the 

brightness, but for LEDs, watts aren't a great predictor of 

how bright the bulb will be. (The point, after all, is that 

they draw less energy.) 

For example, an LED bulb with comparable brightness to 

a 60-watt incandescent is only 8 to 12 watts, but don't 

bother doing the math -- there isn't a uniform way to cov-

ert incandescent watts to LED watts. Instead, a different 

form of measurement should be used:  lumens. The lu-

men (lm) is the real measurement of brightness provided 

by a light bulb, and is the number you should look for 

when shopping for LEDs. For reference, see chart below. 

MIND THE COLOR 

You can always count on incandescents providing a 

warm, yellowish hue. But LEDs come in a wide range of 

colors. LED bulbs are capable of displaying an impres-

sive color range, from purple to red, to a spectrum of 

whites and yellows. For the home, however, you're likely 

looking for something similar to the light that incandes-

cents produce.  The popular colors available for LEDs are 

"warm white" or "soft white" and "bright white." Warm 

white and soft white will produce a yellow hue, close to 

incandescents, while bulbs labeled as bright white will 

produce a whiter light, closer to daylight and similar to 

what you see in retail stores. If you want to get technical, 

light color (color temperature) is measured in kelvins. The 

lower the number, the warmer (yellower) the light. So, 

your typical incandescent is somewhere between 2,700 

and 3,500K. If that's the color you're going for, look for 

this range while shopping for LED bulbs. For reference, 

see chart below. 

 

PLAN FOR PLACEMENT 

Knowing  where it's OK to place an LED will ensure that 

the bulb won't fizzle ahead of its time. 

You probably know that LED bulbs run dramatically cool-

er than their incandescent cousins, but that doesn't mean 

they don't produce heat. LED bulbs do get hot, but the 

heat is pulled away by a heat sink in the base of the bulb. 

From there, the heat dissipates into the air and the LED 

bulb stays cool, helping to keep its promise of a very long 

life. And therein lies the problem: the bulb needs a  way 

to dissipate the heat. If an LED bulb is placed in an en-

closed housing, the heat won't have anywhere to go, 

sending it right back to the bulb, and sentencing it to a 

slow and painful death. 

Consider where you'd like to place your LED bulbs. If you 

have fully or semi-enclosed fixtures you need to light up, 

look for LEDs that are approved for recessed or enclosed 

spaces. 

 

THE 'DIMMABLE LED' CONUNDRUM 

Because of their circuitry, LEDs are not always compati-

ble with traditional dimming switches. In some cases, the 

switch must be replaced. Other times, you'll pay a little 

more for a compatible LED. Most dimmers, which were 

likely designed to work with incandescents, work by cut-

ting off the amount of electricity sent to the bulb.  

If you'd like your LED to be dimmable, you need to do 

one of two things: find LED bulbs compatible with tradi-

tional dimmers, or replace your current dimming switch 

with a leading-edge (LED-compatible) dimmer. When 

shopping for LEDs, it helps to know what kind of dimming 

switch you have, but if you don't know (or would rather 

not go through the trouble), simply search for LED bulbs 

compatible with standard incandescent dimmers. 

(Continued from page 17) 
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MONTPELIER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Architectural Control Committee 

Approval Form 
Member No:                                Date:                            

Name:                                                                                      
Address:                                                                                    
Telephone:                                Email:                                       
                  

House Type:       Framingham    Jamestown      Gramercy       Eton  
Type of Alteration: 

 Addition/modification of basic structure    Fence                             Shed 
 

 Siding/Paint                                                 Deck                               Other (Including PODS, Dumpsters) 
Describe the alteration in detail. Information about dimension, materials and design must be included with this form or  the 

project will not be considered by the ACC. Include any statement of special circumstances that may require deviation from 

established and published guidelines.  Any changes to the exterior of your home, including paint color, siding and win-

dows,  will require the approval of the neighbors on each side and in back of your home.  Siding must blend harmoniously 

with the neighborhood. The neighbors residing across the street must also be contacted if the project, when completed, can 

be seen from their property.   Major landscaping projects such as retaining walls, etc. must also be approved.  Plans for 

major alterations must be submitted to the ACCC two weeks before the meeting.  Applications for approval of PODS, 

dumpsters, or similar structures should check the “Other” box and must include the maximum time that the structure will 

be on the lot. 

              

              

              

              

              

Attach the following:   

Note (1) Copy of plat of your property showing location on your property of the requested alteration.  

Note (2) Detailed scale drawing or copy of blue prints of proposed alteration. 
I understand that these items are needed for the committee to make an informed decision about the requested  

alteration.  When completed we agree to allow the ACCC to inspect this project. 

 
              

Signature of requester 

Neighbor comments: 

                                                                                                                                           
Name    (Print) Address Concur/Non-concur  Signature 

                                                                                                                                           
Name    (Print) Address Concur/Non-concur Signature 

                                                                                                                                           
Name    (Print) Address Concur/Non-concur Signature 

                                                                                                                                           
Name    (Print) Address Concur/Non-concur Signature 

The homeowner requesting approval of a project (requester) will contact the neighbor(s) residing on each side of his 
home to obtain their concurrence or comments. In the event the requester resides on a corner lot, the neighbor re-
siding adjacent to his rear property line must be contacted. The neighbors residing across the street must also be 
contacted if the project, when completed, can be seen from their property. Space for their name(s), address, concur-
rence or comments is provided above. If the required neighbor approvals are not obtained by the requester the 
ACC will contact the neighbors to get their comments which will delay processing of the request. Neighbor com-
ments will be considered by the ACC in making a decision. Those neighbors that non-concur in a project will be 
notified in writing of the action taken by the ACC and advised of their right to appeal.  If a project requiring ACC 
approval is started without such approval it shall be considered in violation of the covenants of the Association. 
Mail completed forms to MCA ACC Committee, P.O. Box 2503, Laurel, MD  20709 or email to 
emhughes@comcast.net. 
Note (1) Prince George's County law requires a building permit for all structural changes or additions to your home. 

For Architectural  
Committee Use Only  
Project No:                           

Date Received:                     

Letter Sent:                          
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Montpelier homeowners:  ACCC COVENANT ENFORCEMENT 

The Architectural Control & Compliance Committee (ACCC) is committed to working with homeowners to en-

sure covenant compliance in Montpelier.  The ACCC can review approval requests between meetings and when 

all requested information is provided with the form, many approvals can be granted within a week of submission. 

The Architectural Control & Compliance Committee (ACCC) has received, and approved, many requests for installa-

tion of solar panels in the last year.  While some of us may not like the look of solar panels on a house, the Maryland 

Real Property Code prohibits restrictive covenants that impose limitations on the installation of solar collection panels 

on the roof of  your home, provided that the owner owns or has a right for the exclusive use of the roof.   With this in 

mind, the ACCC will no longer require prior approval for installation of roof-mounted solar collectors pro-

vided that they comply with all State and Local  laws.  The ACCC requests notification of the intent to in-

stall solar collectors and the approximate  date for installation.  Notification may be  made by email 

(michael.boddie@aol.com or emhughes@comcast.net), mail (PO Box 2503, Laurel, 20709) or submitted on an approval 

form.   

GOING SOLAR ??    NOTIFY THE ACCC ! 

Boats, trailers, RVs, etc.  

   MUST BE IN STORAGE NOVEMBER 1-MARCH 31     

SUBMIT an ACCC Approval Request Form  
Before Making Exterior Changes to Your Home 

 

No construction, addition, or alteration of a Montpelier 

home shall be made without prior approval (approval 

form on the preceding page) from the ACCC.  No 

sheds, detached structures (including fences) and 

driveways may be erected or altered without prior 

approval. 
 

Proceeding without prior approval shall constitute a cov-

enant violation subject to enforcement, including fines.  

If you are planning any work to the exterior of your 

home,  first fill out the ACCC Approval Request Form 

located in every Montpelier Today newsletter and on-line 

at www.montpelieronline.org.  Submit to: 
 

MCA 

ATTN:  Architectural Control & Compliance Committee   

P.O. Box 2503 

Laurel, MD  20709 
 

Or by  email to emhughes@comcast.net.  Forms may also 

be brought to the monthly meeting.  Meetings are the first 

Thursday of every month at 7 PM at Deerfield Communi-

ty Center.  
 

BOAT, CAMPER, RV, TRAILER  

STORAGE 

 

Boats, campers, RVs, trailers must be in 

storage between November 1 and March 31.   
Violations can result in a fine of $250 per month. 

 
 

USE OF PODS, DUMPSTERS, ETC. 
 

The ACCC requests notification before placing a PODS, 

dumpster, or similar structure on any lot.  Please include 

the maximum time that the structure will be on the lot.  

Use an Approval Form for notification or send an email 

to emhughes@comcast.net. 
 

 

RENTING YOUR HOME 

 
No Montpelier home can be used for any purpose other 

than a private dwelling for one family.  Please notify 

your rental management company. 

 

 

 
 

Printable copy of the MCA Governing Documents and the ACCC Approval Form can be 

found online:  www.montpelieronline.org  

PLEASE PICK UP NEWSPAPERS IN YOUR DRIVEWAY 

OR YARD.   
COVENANTS FOR LOTS, ARTICLE VI: MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 1. Garbage/Rubbish. No garbage or rubbish shall be dumped or  

allowed to remain on any Lot.   
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News from the Pickle Barrel 
 
The pickle is trickling as the number of Montpelier-ite Con-
verts* has grown “exponentially” in a manner of speaking.  
The 2013 season saw chalkmarks on our to-die-for tennis 
courts and a few achy backs as a result.  Still, Karen Gritton, 
native Montpelier-ite with Mom and Dad Elliker still on Sil-
verbirch, was the stalwart from that season and has since 
played regularly along with her friend Jack.  
 

The 2014 season saw first and foremost actual painted Pick-
leball lines on the middle two tennis courts.  Thanks to the Montpelier Board of Directors, no longer would chalking 
be needed.  And, these courts may well be the only such courts in Maryland!  Or the first!  From the “Learn Pickleball” 
events of 2014, we now have two more converts* (e.g. purchased paddles!) – Anne Hull and James Jones.  Anne 
eventually brought in her husband John, and we have continued to play through the winter months at Benfield Sports 
in Millersville.   

 
As soon as the weather cooperates, the current 
“Pickleball Court” will provide informal “lessons” to 
any interested parties.  Watch for announcements 
or simply email  Gina.Oliva09@gmail.com or ran-
neh20708@yahoo.com.  We have extra (cheap but 
useable) paddles for first-timers, and there are also 
paddles that can be borrowed from the Pool Office 
once it opens – members can request these at any 
time. 

Gina Oliva,  Pickleball Advocate 
Gina.Oliva09@gmail.com 

 

*  Becoming a “convert” necessitates purchasing one’s own paddle – for reasons that become obvious once you have played a few 

times.   

Many of us need to clean up the leaves and debris  
decaying along  the street and curbs in front of our 
homes and don’t forget to take down your old holiday 
decorations!   
While sprucing up the yard, remember that the 
County will not pick up YARD WASTE IN PLASTIC 

BAGS.  Yard waste must be placed in heavy-duty paper bags or re-usable trash cans with 
lids.  The free county pick-up service collects every Wednesday. 

TIME FOR  

Start collecting those books and knick knacks for the  
Annual Montpelier Yard Sale. 

 
Maps will be made  showing the Montpelier homes partici-

pating in the event.    
Saturday, May 16 from 8 am—12:00 pm. 

 

Email pldouville@verizon.net if you want to  be included on 
the map.   

SATURDAY MAY 16 
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The 2015 senior golf season begins Wednesday, April 8 
at Patuxent Greens Golf Club, just minutes from Mont-
pelier on Rt. 197.  If you are looking for an opportunity 
to get some regular exercise and participate in friendly 
competition, consider joining the Senior Men’s Golf 
Association (SMGA) at Patuxent Greens.   
 

As a member of Maryland Interclub Senior Golf Associa-
tion (MISGA), the Patuxent Greens seniors group offers 
weekly play on Wednesdays, plus optional opportuni-
ties to travel to other nearby golf clubs for additional 
friendly competition.  Golfers of all ability levels are 
welcome.   
 

Patuxent Greens has undergone a major upgrading over 
the past 3 years and it is one of the few area courses 
that allow golfers to walk; riding carts are available, 
but not mandatory for this golf league.  The senior (age 
50+) group plays early on Wednesday mornings from 
April through the end of golf season.   
 

“Our membership includes some life-long golf lovers, 
while others are returning to the game after not having 
had much time to play in the past,” said John Bertak, 
former president of the SMGA and a Montpelier resi-
dent.  “Still other players are brand new to the sport, 

but no matter what the skill level, 
they enjoy the challenge and ex-
ercise that an early morning 
round of golf can provide.”   All 
players establish handicaps that 
allow them to compete on an 
equal basis with others in a varie-
ty of team and individual formats. 
 

MSGA membership is just $15 per 
year and Patuxent Greens offers 
several types of club memberships including “INsider 
Plus” category at just $39 annually. Weekly greens and 
cart fees depend on the player’s membership category -
- Costs and other details for INsider Plus or other mem-
bership categories can be obtained from Patuxent 
Greens Golf Club (301-776-5533) or http://
www.patuxentgolf.com   
 

For more information on the MSGA at Patuxent Greens, 
please contact Montpelier resident John Bertak at (301) 
490-5286 or email him at:  johnbertak@gmail.com 

SENIOR (50+) GOLF LEAGUE BEGINS PLAY IN APRIL  

A lot of places, such as Goodwill, no longer take old TVs or large 
furniture.  A Wider Circle will take them and all donations are 
tax-deductible.   
 

A Wider Circle depends on donations from local community mem-
bers, businesses, and civic organizations in order to provide services 
to their clients free of charge.  They help individuals and families 
throughout the DC metro region through a network of over 300 so-
cial service organizations.  Most of their donations are in a new home 
within 3 days of donation.   
 

 Visit the website awidercircle.org for more information or call 301-608-3504. 
 
Items must be dropped off at- 

9159 Brookville Road, Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Drop-off Hours 

Mon - Sat: 9:00 - 6:00pm 
Sunday: 12:00 - 6:00pm 

If you want to get rid of a few things… 

DONATE TO A WIDER CIRCLE 
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The following entities are eligible for a 
rebate: individual residences, individual 
members of a housing cooperative, com-
mercial businesses, multi-family dwellings, 
nonprofit organizations and not-for-profit 
organizations, including housing coopera-

tives. Individual members of a housing 
cooperative may apply for rebates under 
the residential incentives category. 
The following chart lists the types of pro-
jects that are eligible for rebates and the 
amount of rebate that is available.   

The projects listed above are the only types of stormwater 
retrofits that are eligible for rebates under the Rain Check 
Rebate Program. Applicants will not be eligible for a rebate 
if the project is part of the permit approval requirements 
for new building construction or renovations, or if the prop-
erty is located within a municipality that has a similar re-
bate program for stormwater management projects. 
 

An applicant is eligible for a rebate as long as: 1) the project 
is established on property located in Prince George’s Coun-
ty; 2) the application for the project was approved within 12 
months of the completion date; 3) DER inspected the com-
pleted project and found it to be in compliance with its orig-
inal approved application; and 4) the project follows DER's 
best practice guidelines and criteria for that type of project. 
If the property is part of a Homeowners’ Association (HOA), 
the applicant must provide a letter or other documentation 
showing HOA approval of the project. 
 

DER must pre-approve all applications prior to implementa-
tion, with the exception of a rain barrel project. However, 
the rain barrel project must meet eligibility criteria estab-
lished by DER to receive a rebate and DER must receive all 
receipts or invoices within 12 months of application approv-
al. All invoices and receipts for the entire amount of the 
requested rebate must be submitted to DER for review and 
approval. Rebates will be awarded on a first-come, first-
served basis. 
 

The amount of a rebate cannot exceed the cost of the pro-
ject. The maximum rebate is $2,000 for residential projects 
and $20,000 for commercial, multi-family dwelling, non-
profit entities, or not-for-profit organizations, including 
housing cooperatives. An applicant may complete multiple 
projects until the rebate ceiling is met. Nonprofit organiza-
tions established pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code may annually perform eligible storm-
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water management projects on public property that 
benefit the community up to the $20,000 ceiling. 
To receive a rebate, the applicant will be required to sign 
an agreement with the County that will allow for the 
placement of promotional signage for the Rain Check 
Rebate Program on their property, photograph the prop-
erty for possible publication, and do follow-up evalua-
tions. There will also be a voluntary option to agree to 

participate in any project tours the County holds to pro-
mote the Rain Check Rebate Program. Applicants for a 
commercial or public project will be required to sign an 
operations and maintenance agreement for the project. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION, OR TO RE-
QUEST A MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT SEAN BEAVER OF 
MONTPELIER AT 301 490-2113 OR ALEX HIRTLE OF 
PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY COUNCIL AT 301 952-3170. 

(Continued from page 23) 

Smooth Sounds for Seniors  
Thursday, March 12, 12 am 

Ethel Ennis 

Ethel Ennis returns to open the second 

annual Smooth Sounds for Seniors se-

ries! The incomparable Baltimore-based 

artist has sung 

to critical acclaim all over the world.  

Tickets: $12/person 

 

Friday, March 13, 8 pm 
Sharón Clark 

Standout Washington, D.C. jazz vocalist 

Sharón Clark has brought festival and 

concert audiences to their feet across the 

U.S. and Europe.  

Tickets: $25/person; 10% discount for 

Montpelier members & seniors 

 

Documentaries at Montpelier 
Sunday, March 15, 1 pm 

The Girls in the Band (2011) 

The Girls in the Band tells the poignant, 

untold stories of female jazz and Big 

Band instrumentalists and their fascinat-

ing, groundbreaking journeys from the 

late-thirties to present day.  

Tickets: $5/person and includes snacks & 

beverages 

 
Tuesday, March 17, 8 pm 

St. Patrick's Day Concert: RUNA 

Their repertoire of highly energetic and 

graceful acoustic melodies, along with 

their fusion of music from Ireland, Scot-

land, Canada, and the U.S., gives their 

arrangements of traditional songs and 

tunes a fresh sound. 

Tickets: $25/person; 10% discount for 
Montpelier members & seniors 

 

Friday, March 20, 8 pm 

Ron Kearns Quintet 

The Ron Kearns Quintet has been a fa-

vorite at jazz festivals and venues all 

over the United States.  

Tickets: $25/person; 10% discount for 

Montpelier members & seniors 

 
Classical Recital  

Sunday, March 22, 3 pm 

Gemini Piano Trio 

This trio of violin, cello, and piano has 

been praised as “mind readers, anticipat-

ing each other’s every move.”  Free, but 

a $5 donation is appreciated 

 

Friday, March 27, 8 pm 
The Sweater Set 

Intricate harmonies soar over multi-

instrumental arrangements of ukelele, 

guitar, flute, hand percussion, accordion, 

banjo, glockenspiel, and the occasional 

kazoo/mouth trumpet solo. 

Tickets: $25/person; 10% discount for 

Montpelier members & seniors 

 

Smooth Sounds for Seniors Thursday, 
April 9, 12 am 

Indigo Sings Sarah Vaughan 

Classy, sophisticated, and nostalgically 

beautiful "Indigo Sings Sarah" is a walk 

down memory lane for those who re-

member Sarah "Sassy" Vaughan, and an 

enlightening experience for those meet-

ing her for the first time.  

 
Friday, April 10, 8 pm Saturday, April 11, 

5 pm 

The Freddy Cole Quartet  

With a career spanning over 50 years, 

Freddy Cole sounds a lot like his legend-

ary brother Nat King Cole, yet has his 

own vocal personality that is darker, 

smokier, and jazzier. Tickets: $30/

person; 10% discount for Montpelier 

members & seniors 
 

April 4-May 31, 2015 Andrei Trach 

Library Gallery 

Through the tactile nature of thick, action

-filled paint strokes, Andrei Trach ex-

presses moods and ideas through color, 

texture, and movement.  

 

Friday, April 17, 8 pm 
Tony DeSare 

“Two parts Sinatra to one part Billy Jo-

el” (New York Times), Tony DeSare per-

forms with infectious joy, wry playful-

ness, and robust musicality, bringing his 

old-school class from jazz clubs to Carne-

gie Hall to headlining with Don Rickles in 

Las Vegas. $30/person; 10% discount for 

Montpelier members & seniors 

 
Movies at Montpelier 

Saturday, April 18, 6 pm 

Dinner and a Movie: Life is Beautiful 

(1997, Rated: PG-13) 

Guido, a charming but bumbling Jewish-

Italian waiter with an imagination and an 

irresistible sense of humor, arrives in the 

Tuscan town of Arrezzo, wins the heart of 

the woman he loves, and creates a 

beautiful life for his family. But when 

World War II threatens that life, Gui-

do must rely on that very same humor 
and imagination to save his beloved and 

his son from an unthinkable fate. 

Dinner is served at 6 pm and matched 

with some aspect of the evening’s film, 

which is shown immediately after dinner. 

Tickets for both dinner and film are $30/

person, and must be purchased by 12 

noon on the Friday immediately preced-

ing the Saturday screening. 

 
Film only tickets are available for $10/

person on the day of the screening. Seat-

ing is limited and film only tickets may 

not always be available.  Tickets may be 

purchased with a Visa or MasterCard by 

calling the Arts Center at 

301-377-7800 or 410-792-0664; TTY 

301-490-2329. 

 
Sunday, April 19, 3 pm 

Stefan Scaggiari presents and "I Love 

Paris" Concert on Piano 

Free, but a $5 donation is appreciated 

 

Friday, April 24, 8 pm 

Ian Walters 

Ian B. Walters plays spirited, updated 

blues and standards, as well as contem-

porary tunes and is known for his unique 
piano sound, dripping 

with soul vocals and all-around good 

vibes. Tickets: $25/person; 10% dis-

count for Montpelier members & seniors 

 

Saturday, April 25, 1 pm 

Keesun Kwon 

Having performed in many regional and 

national venues in the U.S., soprano 
Keesun Kwon has appeared as Adina in 

L’elisir d’amore, Gilda in Rigoletto, and 

Madame Heart in Der Schauspieldirektor. 

Free, but a $5 donation is appreciated 
 
Friday, May 1, 8 pm 

Albert Castiglia 

Albert Castiglia is an artist who sings 

from the gut, shoots guitar licks from the 

hip, and writes songs that articulate 

one’s hopes, fears, and heartaches. His 
unique style of modern day blues with a 

traditional core has made him a favorite 

high-energy performer at festivals across 

the country. 

$25/person; 10% discount for Montpelier 

members & seniors 

 

Montpelier Cultural Arts Center 
9652 Muirkirk Rd, Laurel, MD 20708 
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Helping Hands are younger Montpelier residents willing to work for other residents at hourly or fixed 

rates arranged between you and the helper.  There is no charge for a “Helping Hands” listing.  Please 

call 888 622-4630 x103 or email emhughes@comcast.net to be included on the next Helping Hands 

registry or if any updates are needed on your listing.   

JOIN A MONTPELIER COMMITTEE 

Name:                          ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:                   ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone(evenings) or email:  __________________________________________________   

 

Please mail to:                   MCA 

P.O. Box 2503 

Laurel, MD 20709-2503 

...or call/email a chairperson or board member to volunteer.   

 Architectural 

Control & compliance  

 Communications 

 Election committee 

 Finance 

 Facilities (Grounds) 

 Governing Documents 

 Pool Operations 

 Nominating 

 Security 

 Social 

 Tennis 

 Benevolent Fund 

 Traffic 

 Welcoming 

Join one or both Montpelier EMAIL GROUPS    
MONTPELIER NEXTDOOR —  Montpelier.nextdoor.com/join 

YAHOO GROUP — montpelieronline.org/join-the-montpelier-email-list/   
 

Call the Info Line  888 MCA INFØ  ( 888 622-463Ø )   
Press Ø (zero) for Community Announcements  Press 1Ø1 for the ACCC 

  Press 1Ø2 for Resale Packages   Press 1Ø3 for the Administrative Assistant 
 Press 1Ø4 for Social  Events & RSVPs  Press 1Ø5 for Tennis Court Access 

 

Check the Website www.montpelieronline.org 
 

Call  or email a Board Member  Contact information on page 3 of every newsletter & at www.montpelieronline.org  
 

Come to a Board Meeting  The second Tuesday of every month, 7 PM, Deerfield Recreation Center 
 

Read your Montpelier Today Newsletter 

Removed from Online Version 
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Given Highest Rating by Consumer Checkbook Magazine

Robert Pence Remodeling, Inc. 
Web Site: RobertPenceRemodeling.com 
Roofing * Siding * Custom Replacement Windows 

Seamless Gutters (All Colors)

 

Featuring Certain-Teed Products 

30 Years in Business 

Member Better Business Bureau * MHIC Licensed

 

Call 240-876-3492: Fax 301-598-4793 
rpremodel@verizon.net 

Angie’s List Super Service Award 5 Years in a row 

 

 

 

Steel sculptures made from found objects and recycled steel. 

Find pictures of available pieces at my Etsy shop 

MattsSteelSculptures 

All Montpelier residents receive free delivery. 

You can contact me right from my shop or by email at 

tinninmatt@gmail.com 
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We charge by the job,  
not by the hour! 

WSSD #71122          MD 24148           
24 Hour Service 

410 798-6408 

No Job Too Small  Free Estimates 

Alex’s Electrical 
Service Inc. 

301-490-2484 
Fax 301-490-3170 

 

All work performed by a  
MASTER Electrician 

 

Servicing Laurel and surrounding com-
munities for the past 25 years ! 

 

Montpelier Specialist 
 

 

Licensed & Bonded       State Masters Lic#1291  

Residential & Commerical 

Showroom Located at 8306 Sherwick Ct - off Rt 1 

Family Owned 
& Operated 
Since 1964 
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LLAWNAWN  & G& GARDENARDEN  CCARESARES  
Independently Owned & Operated 

Lawn: 

 Grass cut (2, 3 or 4 times a month) 

 Emergency grass cut (one time cut) 

 Leaves-clean up 

 AERATION 

 DETHATCH (POWER RAKE) 

 Grass seed 

 

Flower bed: 

 General clean up (weeds, leaves, and dead flowers) 

 Restore edge or make new flower bed 

 Plant flower, shrubs, etc 

 Trimming 

 Mulch (available in red, black, or brown color) 
 

 
 

Call now 240-381-1551 (Ronie) 

or e-mail me  

Loberto2000@yahoo.com 
 

SERVING MONTPELIER FOR  

MORE THAN 17 YEARS 
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RE/MAX Professionals  

14405 Laurel Place, Suite 100  

Laurel MD  20707  


